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SUMMARY

A series of excavations along the A428 west of Cambridge has provided an insight into the
changing use of this ridgeway. Its exposed location on heavy clay soils has made it
unfavourable for settlement, except during the Iron Age and Roman period, when a number
of farmsteads were established. At this time, a network of drove-ways criss-crossed the
area, linking the farmsteads and a number of livestock enclosures.

Four farmsteads were identified, all likely to have followed a mixed pastoral/arable regime,
although little ecofactual evidence for arable cultivation was recovered. However, an
extensive area of early Roman fields, probably used for arable farming, was identified
between Ermine Street and Childerley Gate. These fields systems are notable for their
alignment with Ermine Street, contrary to the predominantly NE/SW alignment of the main
topographic features in this area. They may indicate that, in the Roman period, the
landscape was being structured at more than a purely local level.

The largest of the farmsteads, at Childerley Gate, may have belonged to an imperial estate,
with the regularity of its initial layout suggesting that it was planned. Substantially
reorganised at the beginning of the 4th century, it may have changed hands, perhaps
becoming a veteran settlement. Occupation possibly continued into the 5th century.
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Countrybookshop Farming on the Edge:

http://www.countrybookshop.co.uk/ Archaeological Evidence from the
Clay Uplands \West of Cambridge
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